 “Dhammayietra for Friendship and Harmony between Cambodia and Thailand”
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During 2011, there has been an escalation in troop maneuvers and fighting at the contested border near the site of the Khmer ruins of Preah Vihar. The fighting has been exacerbated by an increase in aggressive nationalistic rhetoric from both Thailand and Cambodia, including politically motivated groups and Governments. 

Although there have been UN and ASEAN interventions, the peace between Cambodia and Thailand continues to be threatened by this military and nationalistic aggression, leading to the latest action by the Thai government, refusal to accept Indonesian observers. 

Because of the increase of threats to peace between the two neighbouring countries, the Joint Committee for Khmer-Thai People Relationship Building  has proposed a Dhammayietra (Peace Walk) in order to show the serious desire of the two peoples for harmony and peace. 

Dhammayietra (or Dhammayatra) is a Buddhist term, meaning literally Dhamma Walk, or pilgrimage. It originates from the time of the Buddha, when he sent out the first 60 awakened disciples to proclaim the Dhamma for the wellbeing of the people. 

It is a form of non-violent action rooted in Buddhist teachings, and a powerful symbol among both Cambodia and Thailand.   In Cambodia, the Venerable Maha Gohsananda who was Patriarch of the Sangha during the Khmer Rouge rule, led annual Dhammayietra’s after the 1992 UN peace agreement, which were catalysts for restoring hope, dignity and spirit among the Cambodian people. These walks were also joined in solidarity by Inter-faith groups from around the world. In Thailand, Dhammayatra is closely linked with peoples’ movements against injustice, including walks protesting big ‘development’ projects that have adversely affected the livelihoods of rural communities, and pollute the natural environment. These walks have been successful in drawing spiritual and cultural values into the debate that question and critique the underlying motives of powerful groups, and build solidarity and understanding among the people. 

For the Sangha, Dhammayatra is a form of engagement to the suffering of the world around them, rather than traditional norms of being confined to the monastery. It exposes participants to the lives of people, and also enables them to act as witness to the voices that are often drowned out or ignored.  Dhammayatra can help to counter disinformation by being able to tell actual accounts from the people themselves, without framing it without nationalistic rhetoric, thereby challenging the stories told to us by politically motivated means.  
It is proposed that this Dhammayeitra will be primarily involved by Sangha representatives and Buddhists from both countries, but international peace activists, organizations, especially religious leaders will be invited to participate as well, in order to strengthen the voice of peace. 

Goal 

To encourage peace within among the political leaders and relevant groups of citizens who contribute to escalating animosity and violence between Cambodia and Thailand through their extreme nationalistic attitudes. 

Objectives

1. To encourage a ceasefire and to move forward the exploration of peaceful ways of solving the border problem of Cambodia and Thailand through the request to the two governments to commit to a negotiation process as well as promote and practice the Dhamma on non-violence and unlimited loving-kindness to all people and other sentient beings in the conflict area;

2. To review and promote the culture of peace of UNESCO and to exercise ASEAN policy on regional peace and harmony and ASEAN peoples;

3. To create opportunity for both Khmer and Thai people to engage and build better spiritual relationship and promote solidarity and empathy among the Thai and Khmer victims of the border conflict;

Activities

Activities requesting funding support under this proposal include activities organized in Thailand.  This will include:

1. Preparation Survey and Joint Committee Meetings 

Some preparation activities have already taken place, in order to survey the border area for the likely path of the Dhammayatra from both sides of the border, and to organize the schedule and develop the proposal. 

Two meetings will take place, a Joint Committee Meeting in Phnom Penh, and a final Joint Survey Meeting at Poipet-Aranyaprathet, in order to finalise the planning of the Dhammayietra (see the activity planning below).

2. Dhammayietra
The walk will start from two points and end in Aranyaprathet in Thailand. A peace ceremony will be held there to close the walk. 

In Cambodia, the walkers will start from Monkul Borey Temple in Bantheay Meanchey, and cross the Poipet border toward Aranyaprathet. In Thailand, they will walk from the Aranyaprathet town to the Poipet border to meet with Cambodian walkers in Thai side. Then, they walk with Cambodian representatives toward the mentioned ceremony place in Aranyaprathet. 

Duration: 15-18 May.
Participants: The Dhammayietra will be led by Buddhist monks from Thailand and Cambodia, with participation encouraged from other interested people and organizations as well. 

In Cambodia, it will be headed by Venerable Hos Hut Khemcharo, Supreme Council of the BKSN, Director of the Buddhist Fund, who used to work shoulder to shoulder with Samdech Maha Ghosananda. 

In Thailand it will be headed by Venerable Phra Paisal Visalo, a well respected  engaged Buddhist monk in Thailand who has also headed previous Dhammayatra’s since the early 1990’s and committee of International Network of Engaged Buddhists. 

Specifically, the participants will be made up of the following:

· Religious people and organizations; 

· Members of the KTPR and its partners

· Grassroots communities
· Border victims of both sides 

· Local and international media 

· Peace people and organizations within ASEAN and  the international community 

· NGOs/INGOs

· Universities, academy 

· Youth

Cambodian Participants:  There will be 300 people will travel from Phnom Penh and other parts of the country. 100 people will cross border to participate in the peace ceremony in the Aranyaprathet, Thailand. 

Thai participants: 300 people also from the border areas and from the groups mentioned above.  

Key Messages:
· Respect each other is the ultimate teaching of the Buddha;

· The Buddha is the Lord of peace

· No economic development without peace

· To practice Buddhism is to practice non-violence and cultivate unlimited compassion

· Join us to put down the guns pick up the Dhamma

· Put down the gun but practice the Dhamma

· To make peace is to cultivate individual peace within

· Mutual help is a culture of a good neighborhood

· Violence breaks harmony and love

· Respect and take care of each other is a culture of a good neighborhood

· Solidarity brings peace

· We are brothers and sisters

· Harmonizing with the neighbors is our duty

· It our duty to stabilize the regional peace and harmony 

· Peace is our present and future culture

· Peaceful talk and the independent legal system are modern means of problem solving. 

Contingency Plan:

If the above plan does not gain permission, a peace celebration will be held instead, in Aranyaprathet city, with both Khmer and Thai participants attending. It will be one full day ceremony plus ½ day walking. It is expected that there will be 300 Thai people participating and 100 Khmer participants, including ASEAN and international community participants will participate.

The program of the first day of the peace ceremony will include religious chanting, speeches by peoples’ representatives and speeches by academic representatives of both countries, speech from the international community, arts, songs and photo opps, etc. 

Duration: 16-17 May 2011.
3.     Advocacy and lobbying on ASEAN mechanism for mediation work, press conferences and Civil Society Conference in Jakarta. 

These activities will be organized separately by the Peoples’ Empowerment Foundation, Thailand, prior to the Dhammayatra. 
4. Implementing Organisations

This event is organized by the Thai Civil Society for Peace and Reconciliation Coalition, which includes the organizations mentioned below:

· Sathirakoses-Nagapradipa Foundation

· Spirit in Education Movement

· International Network of Engaged Buddhists

· People’s Empowerment Foundation

· Peace and Development Studies, Mahidol University

· The Foundation for the Promotion of Social Sciences and Humanities Textbooks Project

· Thai Volunteer Service

· Komol Keemthong Foundation

· Buddhika Buddhist Network

· Santi Pracha Dhamma Institute

· Sekkhiyadhamma Group

· Santi Asoke Movement (Some part)

· Community Organising Development Institute

· Wongsanit Ashram
Cambodian Civil Society are:

· Cambodian Working Group for Peace 

· MlupPreahThor

· Samakithor

· Rural Friend for Community Development 

· Buddhist Fund

· Dhammayietra

· Buddhism for Development (BFD)

· SanteSena

· Buddhist Schools/university

· Khmer Youth Association

5. Activities Schedule
Preparation Activities

2 March
First Joint Committee Meeting, Bangkok

24 March
First Survey at the Thai-Cambodia border, Aranyaprathet

5 April

Joint Committee Meeting, Phnom Penh

11 April
Joint Survey Meeting, Poipet-Aranyaprathet

April

Press Conference on Television Talk (Not included under this proposal)

April

Press Conference at FCCT, Bangkok (Not included under this proposal)

3-5 May
ASEAN Civil Society Conference in Jakarta (Not included under this proposal)

15-18 May
People’s Dhammayietra for Friendship and Harmony between Cambodia & Thailand
Dhammayatra

	Date / Time
	Activities
	Venue

	14th May
	
	

	
	Arrival at Wat Bann Dan
	16 km. from Wattananakorn toward Aranyapradet

	15th May
	
	

	6.00
	Start the “Peace Walk”
Will be break for lunch and afternoon rest on the way. Hope to arrived to Wat Mai Sai Tong in the late afternoon.
	

	
	
	

	18.30 – 19.30
	Dinner
	

	20.00 – 22.00
	Orientation and History of Dhammayatra

Sharing

Discussion

Meditation


	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	16th May
	
	

	05.00 – 06.00
	Chanting and Meditation
	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	06.00 – 07.30
	Alms Round 
	Aranyaprathet City

	07.00 - 08.00
	Breakfast
	

	08.00 – 09.00
	Preparation 
	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	09.00 – 10.30
	Start first part of the Dhammayatra toward the border

	

	11.00 – 12.00
	Lunch
	

	14.00 – 15.30
	Second part of the Dhammayatra toward the border


	

	15.30 – 16.00
	Mutual Welcomes and exchange friendship
Short ceremony ‘Metta Sutra’

 
	Border of Cambodia-Thai

	16.00 – 16.30
	Joint Press Conference


	Border

	16.30 – 18.30
	Joint Peace Walk though Aranyaprathet city to Wat Mai Sai Tong

	

	18.30 – 19.30
	Dinner
	

	20.00 – 22.00
	Sharing

Discussion

Cultural Exchange

Film festival on peace building

Meditation


	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	17th May
	
	

	05.00 – 06.00
	Chanting and Meditation
	

	06.00 – 07.30
	International Buddhist Alms Round 


	Aranyaprathet City

	08.00 – 09.00
	Breakfast
	

	
	Welcome Speech by Sakaew Governor


	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	09.00 – 09.30
	‘Buddhist Approach in Conflict Resolution and Peace Building’

Sulak Sivaraksa and Chea Vannath*

	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	09.30 – 11.30 
	“People to People seeking for Peace”

Cambodian – Thai Conference on Peace 
(fish bowl format)

     Ven. Pon Hang Sen and other 2-3 Cambodian speakers
    Ven. Abbot of Wat Mai
    Ven. Chanthasettho
     Chanvit Kasetsiri
     Parichart Suwannapuppha

Moderate : Chom Petpradup


	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	11.30 – 12.00
	Lunch
	

	13.00 – 15.00
	Public Hearing of the Thai PBS Television Channel
Between representative of the two countries


	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	15.30 – 17.00
	Dhamma Talks

     Ven. Yos Hut

     Ven. Paisal Visalo

     
	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	17.00 – 18.00
	International Chanting & Meditation and Planting Tree for Peace

	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	18.00 - 18.30
	Candle Lighting Ceremony

‘Visakhapuja’


	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	18.45 – 21.30
	Sacred  Music and Film Festival (rotational program)


	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	18th May
	
	

	05.00 – 06.00
	Chanting and Meditation
	

	06.00 – 07.30
	Alms Round 
	

	08.00 – 09.00
	Breakfast
	

	09.00 – 09.45
	Group Chanting and Merit Sharing


	Wat Mai Sai Tong

	10.00 – 11.00
	Joint Committee Meeting


	

	After 11.00
	Departure
	


Please be preparing:

· Sleeping bag

· Personal Medicine

· Tent (if you have one)

· Touch light

· Water bottle

· Light cloth 

People’s Dhammayietra for Friendship and Harmony between Cambodia and Thailand
Everyone is invited from different countries, who speak different languages 
and across faith traditions to walk with 'peace in every step' to end war.
At Aranya Pradet, Sakaew Province, Thailand
15-18 May 2011
Contact  : 08-1808-5622 or 081 803 6442

Email : secretariat@inebnetwork.org 
Website : www.inebnetwork.org / www.peoplesempowerment.org
